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Cover: Early Rock 'n' Roll

Shown on the cover is a 1950s "record hop" with Cleveland
disk jockey Alan Freed presiding. Thisphatqipnph, in com-
pany with the head shots running down the back cover,
illustrate the changes in the recording industry's interac-
tion with rhythm and blues, at first performed primarily
by relatively unknown black musicians like "Guitar Slim"
for mostly black audiences, then transformed to the
"whiter" sound (frock V roll, recorded by teen idols such
as Jimmy Clanton for a national audience. In this process,
the willingness of small, independent record companies to
promote the new music challenged the position of the major
companies and broadened the definition of the American
"mainstream." For the story of one independent record
company, see pp. 411-450.

(Photograph credits: Alan Freed: Steve Petruszyn; Gui-
tar Slim: Specialty Records; Huey "Piano" Smith: Ace
Becords; Jimmy Clanton: James J. Kriegsmann.)
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