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Editorial Comment

Defining Our Audience. No political scientist
who sits astride a channel of communication in
our discipline can fail to consider the dilemma
created by the disparate modes and traditions
in which we work. In literary circles it is per-
missible to think of a generally cultivated
participant in the civilization as the proper
addressee for critical commentary. The notion
of the "gentle reader" presupposes an audience
wider than the cult or the clique or the purely
academic circle; yet it implies not so common
a denominator as to fail to call forth the best
and most concentrated effort at analysis, ap-
preciation, or imaginative writing by serious
practitioners.

The question is whether such a construct
provides a suitable model for political writing.
Is there an audience sufficiently wide, yet suf-
ficiently sophisticated, of "gentle citizens" to
which a professional journal of political science
might address itself? In fact we believe such an
audience exists, and is served, variously, by
such publications as The Public Interest, For-
eign Affairs and Foreign Policy. Purely political
analysis written to a high standard is occasion-
ally featured in these publications. In addition,

it can be found among a wide number of other
magazines and journals, frequently appearing in
amongst work of far less merit.

So the opportunity is there for the grasping.
It remains to be asked whether the American
Political Science Review is the suitable vehicle
for the satisfaction of this clear need. Our re-
luctant conclusion has been in the negative.
And this is because we believe the filling of the
clear need for a journal of general political
analysis could come only at the expense of
another need of even higher priority for us.
This is the need for a means by which profes-
sional political scientists can reach one another
with the work that they regard as their most
important and ambitious within the context of
a community of co-investigators, no matter
how inaccessible that work might be to general
readers who are themselves not in hot pursuit
of the problems addressed.

It is this fundamental divergence of interest
and focus that marks a crucial boundary around
a community of scholars and defines the re-
sponsibilities of the editor of a journal that
aspires to communicate the fruits of scholarship.
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J. Miller McPherson, Susan Welch, University
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of Political Support"

Edward N. Muller and Thomas O. Jukam, State
University of New York at Stony Brook, "On
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and Subatra K. Sen, University of Rochester,
"Spatial Voting Models for the French Fifth
Republic"

Barry S. Rundquist, University of Illinois,
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General Elections"

Gerald C. Wright, Jr., Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity, "Contextual Models of Electoral Be-
havior: The Southern Wallace Vote"

Marvin Zetterbaum, University of California,
Davis, "Equality and Human Need"
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