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Christ. Only in Christ will it be possible for our justice to abollng
more than the justice of the scribes and Pharisees, and for U8 v
enter the kingdom of heaven. If we let go of him, if we giv¢ uﬁ
the faith, we are lost. If we wander from him who is the way aﬁo
the truth, we cannot, by going our own way, come to 1 ¥
is the life. With St Paul we must be ready to suffer the 105_5 ot3
things and count them but as dung that we may gain Christ aflh
may be found in him, not having our own justice, but that W ¢

is of the faith of Churist Jesus, justice in faith.
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A MARTYR FOR PEACE!
FraNCIS M. STRATMANN, O.P.

BEFORE the first world war, there was in Germany n0 ealk

of refusing to serve in war. True, we heard that in Eﬂgla,nd
and America there were a few sects that refused war 5¢
or military service even during peace time. But they were C,
sidered strange people; mentally and morally not quite sou* of
During the four years of the first world war, we became & g
thoughtful. Afterwards there was an upsurge of the antl-or
movement, but it was suppressed by the Nazis. The second W
war, stretching over five years, was so horrible that EfObabé .
majority of all Germans came to appreciate the pomnt ©
scientious Objection. Indeed, an interior objection, 2 P jare ¥
the moral sense, gripped them. But exteriorly they did not ha
come forward. In fact, their political and military thoug t'a\'
legacy of centuries, held that there were moral objection’ ag
open resistance to directives issued by legitimate authority- heis
As a result, the Germans as a whole not only did not refuse ovel
services in the war unleashed by Hitler, but most of themx’vhe -
most of the Christians, expressed serious religious doubts, 1 ‘0’
ever this or that individual consistently and bravely ansW_Cflﬁe with
to his draft call. Was such an answer, they asked, comP?S’-t‘:illla Juts

Christian ethics? Was not obedience to the government .
ihens®
! Translated by John Doebele from Der Christ in der Welt (Spring, 1953, Nachre :
48, Vienna, 17).
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SZ l\‘;’;sg 21as the one in power was there ‘lc_:giti‘mately’, even though
ot recancrﬁmmal? And was open rebellion ‘prudent’? People did
Proves o tb atfthch isa sh_ort—mghted prudence that sooner or later
ighe of I ¢ foolishness in the cyes of Gpd,_ and soon too in the
Hitley story. Thus conscientious objection to service under
. Temained the very rare exception.
Cathl(s)];cu t}}C more heart_cn_ing then, to learq of the position.of a
right an%rll?t’ F_ranz'Remlsch, of the Pallottine Ordcr? who like a
Sciences, 11 ourning light penetrated the general fogging of con-
ccame s einrich Krgutzl?erg, at that time an army chaplain who
has i \ Cquainted with Fr Reinisch in the Berlin military prison,
has great diligence collected all the accounts about him and
YMpathetically portrayed the interior and exterior develop-

ment . N
-t of his hero in a-recent book: Franz Reinisch, a Martyr of our
Imes 2

resI;reﬁ:}ﬂ}ﬁsch, born_in_ 1903 in Feldkirch, Austria, came froma
sual o] and very religious Tyrolean family. He received the
Kig 1. sical education. After first studying law in Innsbruck and
ente;. detﬁook up Fheology. He was ordained priest and in 1928
firs ghe d'e Pallottine Order. He had been a happy student, but at
s 5o dimC‘lee of the seminary, especially the no-smoking rule,
i “pow cult for him _that he considered leaving. However, his
Then cer and generosity of heart won despite all temptation.
o fighe ;me Hitler’s war, reaching out its hand for him, too.
ami‘chris?r Hitler? For the strengthening and extension of his
Sh 1an rule? To kill innocent people for this tyrant whose
Stee] popy een blood-stained since 1934? Franz Rcinisc’:h ha<‘i a
ed g d'p rament. He was ‘radical through and through’ and ‘he
is s 91cal solutions best’. So you might think that he made up
;lilt once when, in 1941, he received the preliminary notice
eSpi: L“P But that was not the case.
hig s 15,208 Spontaneous manner, Fr Reinisch never made up
to play ¢}, ghtly in matters of conscience. It did not occur to him
God, 1, ¢ hero. He did not feel that he was a hero in the eyes of
from v 2ther a weak man, and he distrusted himsclf. Apart
for Perfse BeW situation, his inmost longing was an ardent desire
ttaine cton, for an increase in his love of God. This can be
B Reip: Y the toilsome way of daily trial of oneself—a way, as
i knew well, that is perhaps morc difficult than an

einj ~
sch. Ein Martyrer unserer Zeit (Limburg 1952, Lahn-Verlag).

My
f()r his C
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actually greater but shorter single heroic total sacrifice. It can be
almost a flight from oneself, from the ever-recurring weakness
if one makes an end to the long struggle and the weary failur®
with one quick offering of one’s life for God.

This steep way suited our idealistic priest more than did the
other. What was decisive, naturally, was the demand to co-operat®
in a war that to him was evidently unjust. Here was the oppo”
tunity, as it were, to brush aside with one stroke his own wea¥”
nesses, the prudence of the flesh in himself and in others, and 10
soar to holiness. The ‘violent spiritual struggle’ ended with
determination to refuse to obey the call-up (which did not com*
until a year later) and with that to suffer death in witness to
kingdom of Christ. . . . ,

His parents were worthy of him. Naturally it wrung the*
hearts to think of losing such a son thus early, and of his death #
a criminal in the eyes of many. At his farewell visit to Tnnsbruck
he made the Stations of the Cross with his mother in the cemete?y;
At the first Station he said: ‘I too stand before the judge like thaih
At the ninth Station, ‘Now I also lic there.” At the thirtec?
Station he took his mother’s hand: ‘Mother, can you too b¢ }
mother of sorrows, who bears her cross without breaking dOWVZh
His mother answered slowly: ‘If God gives me the strength, I h
be able.” He offered Mass once more in the Sacred Heart Chur¢”
with his father, Councillor Dr Reinisch, acting as server.

He then left for Kissingen, as ordered by the draft notlc‘z
However, he did not mean to become a soldier for Hitler, but ts
declare his intention to refuse the army oath. Few of thC_Ofﬁ,Ce;s
that he encountered during the course of the various examinat
were harsh on him. Interior agreement and admiration were ?05;6
in some, but few possessed the stature of the defendant, and I it
end they all did their ‘duty’, letting the ‘law’ of the State take
course, even when that State was Hitler’s government. | ded

We can presume that the conscientious objector was rem. 3,
of the viewpoint of leading Church figures. For Fr Re o
answered ‘that “he realized that his position did not corresf
with the official stand of the Church, but his decision cam® ihlﬂ
his own conscience”. He had struggled for a long while Wlfusc
himself but now finally it was clear to him that he had o ¥
the military oath.’ ]

The prisoner was taken first to the Berlin Tegel Priso™
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furgy military chaplain whose duty it was to visit him refused him

Oty Communion —‘in order to impress upon him his duty to

ke the oath’. Of course this priest, too, doubtless acted according

is conscience. The next chaplain was Fr Kreutzberg, the
Wthor of our book. He brought Fr Reinisch not just one conse-
“fated host, but several, so that he could have the Blessed Sacra-
ent in his cell day and night, and give himself communion every
Morning.

Later, e also brought him unconsecrated hosts, and some wine,
© that he could celebrate Mass carly in the morning before the
Wak.mg bells. ‘I offered him a few books and pamphlets.” He
se_c H}Cd with friendly thanks. Showing his New Testament, he
d; g have a book, and that is the New Testament.” Later, a few
n°“r§ before his exccution, he declared: ‘If for ten years I had
f:rmilg to rcad but the New Testament, it would still be cnough

e

ref%t- Fr Kreutzberg’s request Fr Reinisch set dc‘)wn his rcasons.fo_r
one g to take the oath. Among them were: ‘because today it is
0 season for attacks on the Church; sce the recent pastoral
IS of the German bishops, and then the papal encyclical On
Finra"l’lany, of March, 1937. Further, the extension of persecutions.
Y, the Nazi principle, “might comes before right”, forces
g()vto. resist. For me\there is no oath of allcgiancg to such a
Vatignms,l}l,cnt. I must not and will not take the oath “with reser-
ofshtirsong attempts scem to have been made by fellow members
Ming Ordcr, and even by his superiors, to make hlm.chan.ge. his
Sper; hey cven appealed to his duty to obey his religious
he ., O%S. But Fr Reinisch ‘resolutely rejected the reproaches that
ermr?s disobedient to his superiors and that his conscience was in

"

He yyg transferred to the Brandenburg prison, where in the last
Otﬁ’; of.his life he was troubled by the deputy chaplain. This priest,
W, o Quite understanding, warm-hearted and thoroughly
of the of the primacy of individual conscience, was ncver@eles;s
Like ¢ Opinion that Fr Reinisch had an ‘erroneous conscience’.
sl O Many others, he referred to the conduct of our Lord 111m—
rllléra}r;ddto the teaching of St Paul, who held that even an evil
It Ziﬁfo be obeyed.

lcult to understand how here again people overlooked
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the simple but essential distinction between obedience in thing
which, despite their regulation by an evil authority, are in them” -
selves good or indifferent and things that are on the other hand
bad in themselves. You must obey cven an evil ruler, as a Net©
a Hitler, or a Stalin—but not i his evil! Even a government that
is criminal through and through can issuc thousands of regulation
that serve the civil order, commerce and trade, and cven justicts
cvery citizen must follow them!

But when it is a question of immoral decrees, ‘we must obey
God rather than men’. With this rule St Peter, the first Pop®
declared plainly and clearly for all times that government laws 3%
somctimes against the divine law, and that in these cvil things no
one has any longer the right to be a ‘loyal citizen of the State -
can be the citizen’s duty to take a position against the State.

Only that civil disposition is genuine, honourable and divinely
blessed which is in every case oriented towards God. It is also t%°
best and the only true service in the interest of the State. If millio®®
of Germans had refused to follow Hitler in his criminal plunderi®
wars, that would have been the most powerful and nob cSc
patriotic deed in history. It was not Fr Reinisch who had t
crroncous conscience, but the Brandenburg chaplain, along wi [
millions of others. Their error lay in assuming the duty ©
obedience even in cases where the State ordered something €V;”
and hence too when it ordered them to invade neighbouring land®
plundering them and murdering their citizens in droves. 0

Pope Pius XII had openly branded as lawless the wars
aggression against Poland, Holland and Belgium in 1939 and 19‘2“
But, as was typical of the lying character of the Hitler régime evlsc
those wars were called ‘defensive’, and many believed it, OF ethe
drank in the assertion as opium for their consciences. Event of 20
Brandenburg chaplain, the most obvious wars of aggressio®
through the systematic dulling of conscience, been transfor™””
into wars of defence. He told Fr Reinisch: “To defend your €©
try is not against the law of God.’ ¢ his

Those words gave the poor prisoner a sleepless night- Bu ot
sound conscience was victorious, he kept to his protest, an 2buth
to his death for it. This much can be conceded the Branc® et
chaplain: if Fr Reinisch had fclt obliged to refuse absoltltely s
service to the government, he would in facthave had an erro ave
conscience’. He could, according to the principles explaincts
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tal_ﬁen a civil oath. But it was a question of an army oath, and of
Military obedicnce, which had to be absolute for all soldiers. To
reque the oath in this clearly limited field was not ‘erroneous’ but
Objectivcly correct.

To the credit of the chaplain it should be added that he too fully
aCknowlcdgcd the subjective purity of the decision of conscience,
f‘though he considered it objectively false. “Whoever’, he said,

eels urged to a certain action through divine prompting must
ollow that prompting. No man can do more than to be true to
$ conscience. May God bless you and strengthen you, my dear
fellOW priest.’

God did bless and fortify the man ordained for death. The two
Priests prayed together through the final night. Then the last con-

Cssion, and extreme unction, on the way to heaven. It was within
e Octave of the feast of the Assumption. Fr Reinisch, a great
Venerator of Mary, had hoped to enter heaven on August 15th,
the feast day itself, and to be able to apply the words of the
urch’s prayer for that day to himself: ‘Come from Lebanon,
My spouse, come and reccive your crown.” But he had to wait
until the ayst.
. He wrote a final farewell letter to his parents and brother and
Ster: ‘T rejoice at this moment, singing with Jesus and Mary, with
-© angels and archangels, the martyrs, confessors, virgins, dis-
E;P ©s, with my acquaintances and relatives, singing the always new
Ilng’ Praise God who sits on the throne, and the Lamb, Amen”.

Ve you, God. You know everything, and you know that I love
Kgu- Good shepherd, lead me to good pastures! Mary, Queen of

ven, Mary, come and take me. [ hurry to you with open arms.

M your child! St Thérése, little flower, Fr Vincent Pallotti, my
Patron saint, Francis Xavicr; all of you come to meet me and lead
¢ to the Blessed Trinity! O love, love, God is love!”
We: Was all over shortly before five a.m. He and six other men
Othe beheaded within the space of three minutes. Four of the
tleerhs were Catholics. Before they were pla.ccd on the scaffold,
Sllorc aplain handed cach one t.hc crucifix to kiss, and Fec1ted a few
ang t prayers. Then the cxecutioner s_tcppcd forward in frock-coat
top-hat and released the guillotine. . . .
T Reinisch refused military service under the Hitler govern-
Nt Can he be grouped among those who reject all military

*tVice on pripeq le? Perl ‘1 ar allegiance to the
principle? Perhaps not. 1 can swce g
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German nation’, he once declared, ‘but never to a man like
Hitler.” Yet this much is certain: in any other war, he would have
followed his own conscience in deciding what he had to do. An
even in a war begun as a genuine defensive war by an authority
worthy of respect, it is highly probable that he would have refuse
to carry out any order incompatible with natural and with Chris-
tian morality. Such as, for example, an order to drop a bomb on
the civil population or to shoot hostages. ‘

Later, in June 1950, the French Cardinals and Archbishops wer¢
to declare that for the disciple of Christ it is a shocking scand
cven to ask the question whether they approved the use of the
atom bomb, that strikes at combatants and at civilians without
distinction. Fr Reinisch would in all certainty have recognize
this as beyond argument. He would have carried out none of the
immoral orders that are to be expected in modern total war that
destroys everything.

For all of us it is of great importance to be guided by the best
members of our faith. This book also contains, in an appendix, #
report of the fate of another conscientious objector, the Austria?
farmer Franz Jagerstatter, who had three children and who cott
be seen daily with his wife at the communion rail. Fle too dicc ?
holy death when a diabolical State exccuted him as a crimind™
People who live and die like that force every faithful Christian tg
reflect on the ‘duty’ of military service, so readily accepted a%
cven extolled by the majority. Their lives are a forceful argumen’
against universal conscription (usually labelled ‘for defence’, u
used often cnough for ruthless aggression). They urge us at i
present time in Getmany to preserve at least the preselt
constitutional right to conscientious objection to armed servi®

Those who claim this right do not by that condemn the QFthS
who believe they must comply with cvery demand for military
service and renounce all active or passive resistance to the pu 11,
authority. As Fr Reinisch once said in speaking of these peoP e
‘Not all possess my clear perception.” Many of them becalmst
soldiers and fighting men with serious doubts, but in the
analysis they believed they were doing their duty and contint®
in it to death. b

As Ernest Wiechert said of them, in his address to German )_’Oucs‘
of 1949, ‘The laurel they gained was the laurel of many sact fle .
Perhaps it was a false sacrifice they made of themselves, 2
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obedience they practised, but their hearts were right, and those
Were the hearts of your comrades. Many believed it was a matter
of their homeland; they did not know it was only a matter of the

azi party. Many others, however, did not believe this at all.
They knew they were dealing with an unjust cause, and they hated

m who scnt them. But they thought it a soldier’s duty to obey,
%0 they obeyed.

‘In the storm of battle they were so utterly alone and abandoned
that for them death was a relcase. They accepted death as they had
accepted a sharc in the guilt. Their graves number in the hundreds
of thousands. We should bow before them, before them and their
Mothers, who had to let them go, knowing the while that they
Cursed those who sent them. Much has been suffered, on this earth,
that few know about; it has been suffered because of error, of
Weakness, and of obedience. Lost blood, precious blood, irre-
Placeable blood, but which one of us will dare to be a judge over
those who crred?”
¢ can and should think of them with genuine esteem and
» and yet we can and should keep in mind that the objective
enf(’r’—-probably in most cases without subjective guilt—was on

CIr side, and not on the side of those who for the sake of God
3d of their consciences refused military service. To these latter
* due the greater respect !

ov

I

A PRIEST WHO STOOD UP TO HITLER!
Max PribiLLA, S.J.

Trg book Franz Reinisch, ein Martyrer unserer Zeit, by Heinrich
ablzuthCrg, published recently in Germany, contains a remark-
o thta c. It depicts vividly and impressively the life and suffering
eathe Pallottine priest Franz Remlsch, who was condemned to
2151 1011 July 7th, 1942, and executed in Brandenburg on August
1942, at the age of thirty-nine. Called up for army service, he

. “ly refused, for reasons of conscience, to take the oath of
% ela?CC to Hitler. He knew, of course, that many oth'ers in the
1. Wation thought and acted differently. That gave him reason

Tap .
slateq by John Docbele from Stinmen der Zeit (March 1953).



