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EDITORIAL STATEMENT

Philosophy of Science welcomes articles concerned with any philosophical
issue about science from any perspective. Our aim is to publish work of
the highest quality, representing as many aspects of contemporary philo-
sophical discussion of science as possible.

In recent years, Philosophy of Science has been notable for its first-rate
articles in some fields of philosophy of science. We hope to maintain
strength in these areas. Other topics have been relatively neglected. How-
ever, simply because the journal has not published work on a particular
issue in the past, it would be wrong to conclude that Philosophy of Science
is inhospitable to discussions of that issue. Among areas in which excellent
articles would be much appreciated are the following: philosophical stud-
ies of episodes in the history of science, investigations of scientific practice
in areas that involve massive computation, studies of the history of the
philosophy of science (including twentieth century figures), philosophical
issues in cognitive science, analyses of the connections between philo-
sophical questions and current work in history and sociology of science,
philosophy of specific social sciences (for example, economics, linguistics
or sociology), philosophy of experiment, studies of gender and science,
and investigations of newly emerging mathematical sciences (chaos, neural
computation).

We also hope to publish very brief discussion notes (1-2 journal pages)
as “Short Commentaries.” The goal will be to facilitate rapid discussion
and exchange of ideas, and we shall attempt to publish such notes very
soon after the appearance of the article they discuss. Longer discussion
notes will also be accepted, but will not be given any special priority for
publication.

Occasionally, articles that impress the referees as especially likely to
stimulate constructive discussion will be published as ““target articles’ (as
in the format of such journals as Brain and Behavioral Sciences). These
articles will appear with five or six brief commentaries together with a
concise response from the original author.

The standard word limit for papers in Philosophy of Science will con-
tinue to be 9600 words. Under exceptional circumstances, we shall publish
longer papers, but contributors should realize that papers over the limit
will usually only be accepted on condition that they are cut so as to contain
less than 9600 words. The default format for articles in Philosophy of
Science will continue to be that described on the rear inside cover. Since
we realize that this system of citations (with few footnotes) may be inap-
propriate for some types of essay—for example those with a significant
historical component—alternative systems will be permitted when authors
can make a convincing case.

We encourage members of the Philosophy of Science Association to sub-
mit their work to Philosophy of Science, and to help make the journal
reflect the best current research in all areas of philosophy of science.
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