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THE ASYLUM A C Q U I S H A N D B O O K

The Foundation for a Common European Asylum Policy

Edited by Peter J. van Krieken

The Asylum Acquis Handbook is a unique and
comprehensive tool for those who have a
sincere interest in contributing to a sound,
common European asylum policy.
Asylum has always been an intensively de-
bated topic, and these days even more so
than in the recent past. Virtually everyone
has an opinion on the subject and the general
consensus is that the European Union should
strive for a common asylum policy. Yet, ba-
sic information is lacking: while there is talk
on an 'acquis', talk on 'communitarization',
the various discussions, so far, miss the firm
foundation on which to build the common
European asylum house.
The Asylum Acquis Handbook seeks to fill this
gap and serves as an important reference
book with in-depth information on asylum-
related topics, including:

• an overview of the Acquis
• the texts of the various relevant instru-

ments
• value-free commentaries
• informative contributions, especially writ-

ten for this Handbook by leading experts,
and
• additional information and sources.

Noteworthy is the Preface with relevant parts
of a thought-provoking keynote address, de-
livered by Antonio Vitorino, EU Commis-
sioner for Justice and Home Affairs, at the 4th
Metropolis Conference, Washington D c,
December 1999.
The Asylum Acquis Handbook enhances acces-
sibility and transparency and will become an
important source for policy makers, the ex-
ecutive, the media, students and all others
concerned with the issue of asylum.

Dr. Peter van Krieken's extensive UNHCR
background, his role as special advisor on in-
ternational affairs with the Netherlands Min-
istry of Justice/i N s and his lecturing in
international law and human rights at Web-
ster University, Leiden, the Netherlands,
made him the most suitable expert to com-
pile and edit the Asylum Acquis Handbook. Dr.
Van Krieken is actively involved in European
asylum policy issues under c IRE A, Phare as-
sessment missions and related Twinning,
Odysseus and Horizontal Programmes. He is
also the editor of the book Refugee law in Con-
text: The Exclusion Clause, which was recently
publishedbyT.M.c.AssER PRESS.
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AUTHORS' GUIDE

CONTENTS OF THE NILR
The NILR invites the submission of articles on legal questions, legal developments, com-
mentaries, analysis and comprehensive overviews in the fields of public international law,
private international law and comparative law. These articles must be original and may be of
any length up to a maximum of around 35 printed pages each of approximately 450 words.
Shorter articles and commentaries of between 5 and 10 printed pages are also published.

The NILR also publishes book reviews and reports of Dutch judicial decisions involving
questions of private international law. These have a maximum length of 5 and 15 printed pages,
respectively.

The NILR is an English-language publication.

SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL
Authors are requested to send three copies of each manuscript to the Secretariat: P.O.Box
30461,2500 GL The Hague, The Netherlands. All submitted material should be in English and
should be typed using a personal computer (preferably using WordPerfect). Material may be
submitted at any time of the year and, if accepted for publication, will be published at the
earliest available opportunity.

FEES
Authors will not receive a fee, but will be presented with the issue of the NILR in which their
contribution appears, together with 25 off-prints of their work in the case of articles and case
reports and 5 off-prints in the case of book reviews. Additional off-prints may be ordered, upon
payment of a standard fee.

COPYRIGHT
Copyright is exclusively vested in the NILR and the authors) jointly. Acceptance of the Board
of Editors' offer to publish implies, however, that authors agree to an embargo on publication
elsewhere, either in English or another language, for a period of two years following the date
of publication in the NILR.

The agreement of the Board of Editors will be necessary before the article can be
subsequently published elsewhere.

EDITORIAL POLICY AND DISCRETION
The Board of Editors exclusively reserves the right to suggest modifications and/or additions
to all materials accepted for publication, and further reserves the right at any time to reject or
to withhold or postpone the publication of any material.

The decision of the Board of Editors will be final.

REVISION
All material accepted for publication may, at the discretion of the Managing Editor, be subjected
to linguistic and grammatical revision. This will apply mainly to contributions written by
authors whose mother-tongue is not English.

In all such cases the revised text will be sent to the author for his/her approval.

CORRECTION OF PROOFS AND MODIFICATIONS TO THE TEXT
Authors will receive galley proofs for correction. All accepted material will have been adapted
and type-set in the NILR house-style. The NILR does not accept any significant departures
from its house-style. Examples of the house-style are available upon request.

Authors may make minor changes or additions to the galley proofs. Substantial modifica-
tions, however, may only be made in consultation with and with the consent of the Board of
Editors.
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