
relationship between critical and "speculative" philosophy 

11 cKn am IC-reciprocal 

Here at our wvii small undergraduate program in phi-

losophv [at Mderson-Broaddus College], we proceed on 

the following view of its na tu ie and task Philosophy is 

the identification of and inahsis uf assumptions—these 

assumptions may involve one's personal frame of refer

ence or the enrpurate frames of reference of significant 

human enterprises such as education, science, history, 

politics leligion, public policy Analysis includes "honing 

logical tools," stud\ of terms, the nature of meaning, etc 

to be sure 

Murchland appears to be defending this kind ot in 

clusiveness within the discipline of Phjlusophv It is a 

needed and important perspective 

Dan R Ungei 

of political processes and the conditions requisite for 

h u m w e political life. They know no firm criteria in 

terms of which to guide or judge foreign policy. They 

have in large degree given up the Biblical assumptions 

ihout the nature and condition of man and the political 

wisdom of the historic church (including "just war" 

doc tnne j in fa\oi of the-optimistic, individualist, ration

alist (and therefore anti-political) stance of modem 

secular culture 

The churches failed to build on the foundations of 

Christian realism laid byi Reinhold Niebuhr and a few 

ot his successors in theological ethics. Can they now lead 

the nation m appropriat ing a deep and decisive lesson 

irom the \ letnam experience, and begin to reconstruct 

an authent icalh Christian understanding of and ethic 

for polities0 Harry R. Davis 

MORE ON "THE CHURCH AS ACCOMPLICE" 

Beloit, Wis. 

Dear Sir; Gordon Zahn's indictment of "the church 

as accomplice" to "atrocities and war crimes" in Vietnam 

(worldview, March, 1971) strikes me as both overstat

ing and understating the case. 

On the overstating side, for example, "war crime" is 

a legal concept ( though a dubious one) on which the 

church should not rely too heavily, at least until legal 

processes have run their course. The Calley verdict 

indicates that Mr, Zahn exaggerates the deficiencies of 

military courts. It is surely not as obvious as Mr. Zahn 

assumes that "atrocities" have been a pervasive par tem 

on the \ m e r i c m side in the w i r consequent on officnl 

pohc> He does not take account of the complexities of 

applving the principles of nonesmbi t int immunity to 

the conditions of insurgent vv irf ire He would have done 

better to base his case n our mass bombing strategy 

rather than on Mv Lai 

More importantlj Mr Zahn undt ntates the issue b \ 

focusing narrowlv on the t reUment of none imhatai its 

If we are to indict the churches for failure to function 

as prophetic keeper of the na t ions conscience in reh t ion 

to \ letnam must we not trame the question more 

broidlv and analvze more deeplv J Ought not the 

churches have been asking themselves vnd the nation 

both before and during the fact whether the war itself 

is a necessarv m d )ustified one—appHing to the case all 

the ]ust war cr i ter ia ' Instead the churches like the 

rest of the nation i t first ticitlv accepted the war and 

more latelv h i v e tended to condemn it on confused and 

essentnllv emotional grounds 

In deeper historical and theological perspective the 

churches weie in no position to think and act adequately 

about \ ietnam because tbev have no basic ethic for 

politics Thev possess little leahstic insight into the nature 

m 
?M «*' j(. 

in the magazines . . . 
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t i n t p r e s u m a b l y d i s t ingu i sh i n t e l l e c t u a l s - a r e usua l ly 

in shor t s u p p l y in g o v e r n m e n t b u r e a u c r a c i e s . Yet 

t he se i r e t h e very qua l i t i e s t h a t ( p r e s u m a b l y ) e n a b l e 

in te l lec tua ls to a c q u i r e a n d u s e spec ia l i zed d a t a . 

T h u s t h e old a r g u m e n t t h a t on ly g o v e r n m e n t in i t i a tes 

can dev i se foreign po l icy b e c a u s e only t h e y h a v e 

access to t he d a t a o n w h i c h it m u s t b e based— that 
a r g u m e n t is p rogress ive ly w e a k e n e d as t h e n u m b e r 

•md sophis t i ca t ion of p r i v a t e sources inc rease a n d 

g o v e r n m e n t i n fo rma t ion is m a d e a v a i l a b l e b y l a w 

to s t u d e n t s of p u b l i c affairs. Cur ious ly , it is o f ten 

popu l i s t cri t ics w h o invoke t h e el i t is t i dea t h a t in

te l l ec tua l s s h o u l d defe r to m o r e k n o w l e d g e a b l e 

b u r e a u c r a t s . " 

PAMPHLLUS 

•20 irldview 
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