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“It cannot be controversial to suggest that Obama’s autobiography speaks to contemporary discussions of ra-

cial justice. But Du Bois’s autobiography was published more than seventy years ago, and so to propose that 

it too speaks to those conversations may seem implausible. I argue, however, that it is not implausible, for Du 

Bois’s narrative expresses his hope for racial justice in terms still instructively and pertinently diff erent than 

those shaping Obama’s book. Briefl y put, if Obama’s basis for hope is the possibility of racial reconciliation 

through the discovery of common ground, Du Bois’s is the possibility of undoing racial domination through 

what he dubs a ‘long siege.’”

— ROBERT GOODING -WILLIAMS

“White time is then timelessness and racelessness…. [For] political philosophy … this means that the repre-

sentative political fi gure of the modern period remains the White contractor of social contract theory—not 

the Red aborigine whose land has been taken for the contractual construction of the White settler state, or 

the Black slave who has been contracted over by being bought and sold by the White Atlantic. Th e discourse 

of justice is then appropriately investigated through the putatively colorless perspective of this fi gure, its 

history—its time—taken as defi ning.”

     — CHARLES W. MILLS

“I propose that we view the contemporary debate over the meaning of ‘racism’ as, at its heart, a disagreement 

among philosophically-minded social critics. In this discursive domain, generating general agreement on 

the meaning of ‘racism’ is not the aim. Th e objective is to arrive at the most illuminating account of racism, 

even if that account is gained at the cost of breaking with common sense or seeming to deny the obvious. 

Competing philosophical analyses of racism are to be judged, then, as a whole and comparatively, by how 

much each contributes to our overall understanding.”

— TOMMIE  SHELBY

“While acknowledging that the presence of representatives from historically marginalized groups is a crucial 

component of justice, this essay argues for a new understanding of racial presence—not as proof that racial 

justice has been achieved but as an aesthetically meaningful aspect of democratic politics characterized by 

multiplicitous interpretations and outcomes.”

— CRISTINA BELTRÁN

“Th e most defensible version of the view that I can think of—the careful, prophetic, and pragmatic ver-

sion…is that postracialism is meant to stand as an emblem of the possible future of interracial comity, and 

as a distillation for current consumption and inspiration of the elements of that future that are already in 

place. But this emblem in fact stands in for a tendentious and already racialized picture of our second recon-

struction, a picture that maintains its claim on our attention because of persistent racial gaps in the capacity 

to shape U.S. public discourse.”

—PAUL C.  TAYLOR

P LU S : Lawrie Balfour, Kathryn T. Gines, Derrick Darby and Argun Saatcioglu, Sally Haslanger, 
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