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SAINT DOMINIC

Servant but Friend
by Sister

M. ASSUMPTA O'HANLON, O.P.

Loyal Service to Christ finds its reward in divine friendship. He told

His followers: 'I will not now call you servants, but friends.' The

promise of these words inspired a new approach to the study of the

virtues of St Dominic Guzman. Sister Assumpta recalls Dante's tribute

to St Dominic—'friend fast-knit to Christ'—and deftly demonstrates

that the founder of the Order of Preachers achieved saintly success i"

preaching, defence of sacred truth, and in his personal holiness becaus

of this union of friendship with Christ. A study of his life and works

in the light of this divine friendship reveals the striking likeness of t

Saint to his Friend, and contributes to an understanding of the ioea

of the Order which he founded.

'Furthermore (as the author says in her preface) it is so often and

regrettably apparent that few people have taken the trouble to pia

St Dominic in his exact historical setting, a setting so interesting

necessary to an understanding of his work, that to ignore it is to

an artistic masterpiece with neither frame nor background.
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