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Conclusion: the menstrual, pregnancy, post partum may be a pe-
riods of risk for development or onset of obsessive compulsive disor-
der. Midwife clinicians caring for women need to be aware of the
impact of these symptoms and attention for mental health in
women.
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Anankastic traits in the Gospels — Martha, sister of Mary and Lazarus

M. Roque. Department of Psychiatry, Coimbra University Hospitals,
Coimbra, Portugal

In the gospels of Luke and John are mentioned the siblings Martha,
Mary and Lazarus. Martha’s character is complex. She is portrayed
as a good hostess and a faithful believer. In the scenes of Jesus recep-
tion in Martha’s house in Bethany, and Lazarus death and resurrec-
tion, she shows a pattern of rigidity and inflexibility which
constrains her social attitude. As Jesus said to her, ‘“Martha, thou
art careful and troubled about many things” (Luke 10:41 KJV). Mar-
tha seeks orderliness and perfectionism giving anxious responses in
the interpersonal situations described. The author makes some theo-
retical considerations about the theme and presents the trait obses-
sionality in this verisimilar character portrayal.
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White matter abnormalities in obsessive-compulsive disorder: A dif-
fusion tensor imaging study
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Background and Aims: The corpus callosum (CC) is the largest in-
terhemispheric white matter commissure connecting the cerebral
hemispheres and plays a crucial role in interhemispheric communica-
tion and cognitive processes. The subdivisions of the CC were at-
tempted to define corresponding areas of the cortex from which the
fibers originate. Previous neuroanatomic studies of the CC provide
impetus for investigating its role in obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD).

Methods: In this study diffusion tensor imaging (DTI) was em-
ployed to microstructural abnormalities of white matter of the CC
in OCD patients. Nine patients with OCD and matched control sub-
jects underwent DTI. Fractional anisotropy (FA), an index of the in-
tegrity of white matter tracts, was determined in the seven
subdivisions of the CC.

Results: Significant reduction in FA was found in the rostrum of
the CC of patients with OCD compared with one of controls. FA of
the other subdivisions except the rostrum in OCD patients did not dif-
fer compared with control subjects. Higher FA in the rostrum corre-
lated with lower Y-BOCS scores (r = -0.852, p = 0.004).

Conclusions: The rostrum contains fibers from inferior premotor
as well as medial and caudate/orbital prefrontal regions. These results
supported the theory of dysfunction of prefrontal cortex and striatal
circuits in OCD and suggested the implication of the orbitofrontal cir-
cuit for symptom severity in the OCD patients.
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Neural correlates of obsessive-compulsive disorder with the compul-
sion to wash
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Patients with obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) with the compul-
sion to wash have fear of contamination or feel contaminated. The
compulsion to wash often lasts for hours, so that massive difficulties
to cope with everyday life follow. There exist only few data on the
aetiology of specific OCD-subgroups as the compulsive disorder to
wash. Specific neural correlates of OCD with compulsion to wash
have never been analyzed before. Existing neuroimaging data on
OCD generally show changes of neural activity in the striatum, orbi-
tofrontal cortex and anterior cingulated gyrus. A dysfunction of fron-
tostriatal loops is supposed as one cause of OCD. From
a psychoanalytic point of view OCD with the specific compulsion
to wash is related to a suppression of autosexual and aggressive
drives.

In our neuroimaging study (fMRI) we compared the neural net-
works of OCD-patients with the compulsion to wash and healthy con-
trols. We used a picture-paradigm consisting of autosexual,
aggressive, disgusting, neutral and water pictures. We were interested
in the neural correlates of OCD-patients with compulsion to wash re-
garding the different affective pictures categories and expected neural
differences between patients and controls. Stimuli were taken partly
from the IAPS, partly also self- constructed and validated by a control
group. First results point at significant differences in neural activity
between patients and healthy controls, especially in diseases-related
components as autosexual, aggressive and water pictures. OCD-pa-
tients used a more extended and more emotional related network of
brain structures.

Our study provides new insights into neural correlates of OCD-pa-
tients with the compulsion to wash.
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Obsessive compulsive disorder — Precursor in the psychotic disorder

A. Tiugan I C. Radut'. !Psychiatry Department, Clinical
Emergency Military Hospital, Craiova, Romania

The obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD) has as a neuro-biochemi-
cal under-layer an imbalance on multiple neuro-transmitter lines: se-
rotinone, noradrenaline and Gama Amino Butiric Acid. In time, an
imbalance appears in the balances serotonine/dopamine and nor-
adrenaline/dopamine (noradrenaline modulates the activity of the do-
paminergic system), generating dysfunctionality in the dopaminergic
line. It creates thus the neurobiochemical support for the development
of a psychotic board.

The specialized studies reveal the implication of 5 and 11 chromo-
somes both in schizophrenia and in OCD (genetic determinism). In
this way the vulnerability through genetic support of the passage to
psychotic pathology from OCD can be explained.

The imagistic modifications emphasized by PET and SPECT, at
the level of the frontal lobe, of basal ganglia and cingular gyrus, in
the two disorders as well as electroencephalographic modifications
sometimes similar, emphasize the idea tha OCD can at time be
a step towards the first psychotic episode in schizophrenia.

The anxiety within the OCD symptomatology can produce an ag-
gression on the hypocampus, a mechanism present also in
schizophrenia.
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The highlighted data thereby explains the therapeutic response
from some OCD forms to the treatment with second generation anti-
psychotics. Our clinical experience emphasized the fact that it is these
forms that are resistant to standard therapy generally represent the en-
try to schizophrenia

Keywords: obsessive compulsive disorder, schizophrenia, vulner-
ability
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Prevalence and associated factors for suicidal ideation and behaviors
in obsessive-compulsive disorder

A.R. Torres, A.T. Ramos-Cerqueira, R.C. Torresan, M.S. Domingues,
A.C. Hercos, A.B. Guimaraes. Department of Neurology and
Psychiatry, FMB-UNESP, Botucatu, Brazil

Introduction: Patients with obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD)
have been historically considered at low risk for suicide, but recent
studies are controversial.

Objectives: To study the prevalence of suicidal thoughts and at-
tempts in OCD patients and to compare those with and without suici-
dality according to demographic and clinical variables.

Method: Fifty outpatients with primary OCD (DSM-IV) from
a Brazilian public university were evaluated. The Yale-Brown Obses-
sive-Compulsive Scale (Y-BOCS) was used to assess OCD severity,
the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI) to evaluate depressive symp-
toms and the Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test to assess al-
cohol problems.

Results: All patients had obsessions and compulsions, 64%
a chronic fluctuating course and 62% a minimum Y-BOCS score of
16. Half of them presented relevant depressive symptoms, but only
three had a history of alcohol problems. Seventy percent reported
having already thought that life was not worth living, 56% had wished
to be dead, 46% had had suicidal ideation, 20% had made suicidal
plans and five (10%) had already attempted suicide. Current suicidal
ideation occurred in 14% of the sample and was significantly associ-
ated with a Y-BOCS score of 16 or more. Previous suicidal thoughts
were associated with a BDI score of 19 or more.

Conclusions: Suicidality has been underestimated in OCD and
should be investigated in every patient, so that appropriate preventive
measures can be taken.
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Comparing self-concept of juvenle (12-18) under hemodialysis treat-
ment with theire healthy counterparts

S.H. Yektatalab, M. Dehghani, F. Sharif. Shiraz College of Nursing,
Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran

Introduction: Hemodialysis is a very common method to treat the
patients suffering from renal failure.Statistics shows about 600 per-
sons under hemodialysis treatment in Shiraz.Chronic diseases lead
to limitation in physical activities and change in patients body
proportionality.

Material and Methods: The Research is an analytic and descrip-
tive study. The sample of research include 72 person:that 24 person of
them are between 12-18 and under Hemodialysis treatment and who
Reffered to Hemodialysis center of Namazi hospital. Also 48 healthy
persons 12-18 years old (24 girls and 24 boys) had been choosen ran-
domely from shiraz schools during one month. The data’s was Gath-
ering by (standard test of Tennesy) to determine self concept of
adolescent.
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Results: Age and sex had no influence on concept points statisti-
cally, but on the other hand, compairing healthy and patient subjects
were meaningful in different ages and same sex range statistical-
ly.The latter matter confirms the the research hypothesis indicating
that chronic disease has negative influence on self —concept and
the influence is more obvious than other factors such as juvenile ed-
ucation, his(her) parents education, family income, years of the

Cnclusion: The present reaserch shows that the juvenile who was
under hemodialysis treatment had a self-concept point less than
healthy one and there was a meaningful differences between
them(p<0.001) .
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Event-related potential memory old/new effects correlate clinical se-
verity in obsessive-compulsive disorder

Y. Zhang, HM. Emrich, D.E. Dietrich. Medical School Hannover,
Department of Psychiatry, Socialpsychiatry and Psychotherapy,
Hannover, Germany

Background and Aims: Memory disturbances found in obsessive-
compulsive disorder (OCD) may partially be related to dysfunction
of cortico-subcortical circuits. However, it is still unknown how clin-
ical scoring of OCD influences on memory processing.

Methods: Event-related brain potentials (ERPs) were recorded in
a continuous word recognition paradigm in OCD patients with either
severe or moderate Y-BOCS scores (group S and group M, each 8)
and in normal healthy controls.

Results: Typically ERPs to repeated items are characterized by
more positive waveforms. This “old/new effect” has been shown to
be relevant for memory processing. The early old/new effect (ca.
300-500 ms) is proposed to be a neural correlate of familiarity-based
recognition. The late old/new effect (post-500 ms) is assumed to re-
flect conscious memory retrieval processes. The OCD group S
showed a normal early old/new effect and a reduced late old/new ef-
fect compared to group M and the control group, no difference be-
tween group M and the control group. Source analyses for the late
old/new effect showed statistically reduced cerebral activations in
the anterior cingulate for the OCD group S in contrast to for the con-
trol group. Additionally, the early old/new effect in the OCD group S
was negatively correlated with the Y-BOCS total scores and the late
old/new effect negatively correlated with obsession sub-scores.

Conclusions: The severely, not moderately, ill OCD patients
showed an impaired conscious recollection of the word memory,
which suggested an impairment of working memory capacity in these
patients due to a dysfunction in the frontal and cingulated cortex.
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Lipoprotein a levels in recent onset panic disorder. Relationship with
clinical severity and treatment response
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