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Due to wea ther - re la ted t r a v e l delays Dr. McCarthy was unable to present h is 
scheduled paper. In h i s absence, however, Dr. K. Yokoyama, Chairman of the 
In te rna t iona l Earth Rotat ion Service (IERS), repor ted on the s t a t u s of the 
revision of the IERS Standards carried out by McCarthy who provided the following 
precis. 

These standards are meant to be used in the reduction of observations contributed 
to the IERS and by those who require IERS estimates of polar motion, Universal 
Time and n u t a t i o n to e s t a b l i s h the most p r ec i s e c e l e s t i a l and t e r r e s t r i a l 
reference systems. The goal of the IERS i s to publish the document, an update 

1 of the previous version (McCarthy, 1989), in the beginning of 1992. 

The revised IERS Standards wi l l contain chapters on numerical standards, the 
celestial and t e r r e s t r i a l reference systems, the transformation between celes t ia l 
and t e r r e s t r i a l systems, the geopotent ia l , so l id Earth t i d e s , the ocean t ide 
model, l oca l s i t e displacements , t i d a l v a r i a t i o n s in UTl, the t ropospherlc 
model, lunar and p l a n e t a r y ephemerides, r a d i a t i o n p r e s s u r e , the general 
r e l a t i v i s t i c dynamical model and general r e l a t i v i s t l c terms for propagation, 
time, and coordina tes . The rev is ions w i l l include changes to be made in the 
numerical standards to agree with recent IAU and IUGG recommendations, estimates 
of the t ransformations between IERS systems and other systems, a new p la te 
motion model, geodesic precession/nutation, procedures to be used to incorporate 
the option of the "nonrotating or ig in" , a g l ac i a l rebound model, and revised 
r e l a t i v i s t i c modeling. 

It is anticipated that there wil l not be significant differences with procedures 
and constants recommended by the IAU or the IUGG. The most controversial change, 
the use of the "nonrota t ing o r ig in" of Guinot (1979) w i l l be included as a 
possible option in addition to the more conventional procedure used to calculate 
the posi t ions of objects in the c e l e s t i a l reference frame. 
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DISCUSSION 

Fukushima: 
One question; Is there any possibility to receive the next IERS standards in 
a machine readable form? 

Yokoyama: 
If you say so," we will try to do so. 
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