Theft of an Idol

Text and Context in the Representation
of Collective Violence

Paul R. Brass

As collective violence erupts in many regions throughout the
world, we often hear media reports that link the outbreaks to age-
old ethnic or religious hostilities, thereby freeing the state, its
agents, and its political elites from responsibility. Paul Brass
encourages readers to look more closely at the issues of violence,
ethnicity, and the state by focusing on specific instances of vio-
lence.

Through five case studies of both rural and urban public vio-
lence, including police-public confrontations and Hindu-Muslim
riots, Brass shows how, out of many possible interpretations
applicable to these incidents, government and the media select
those that support existing relations of power in state and soci-
ety.

"Paul Brass, who is among the best-known political scientists
working on India, writes on a controversial topic in an engaging
way that will appeal to a wide spectrum of readers interested in
interethnic violence."—Benedict Anderson, Cornell University
Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History

Paper $17.95 iSBN 0-691-02650-5 Cloth $55.00 ISBN 0-691-02651-3

Lives of Indian Images
Richard H. Davis

For many centuries, Hindus have taken it for granted that the
religious images they place in temples and home shrines for pur-
poses of worship are alive. Hindu priests bring them to life
through a complex ritual “establishment” that invokes the god or
goddess into material support. In this linked series of case stud-
ies of Hindu religious objects, Richard Davis argues that in some
sense these believers are correct: through ongoing interactions
with humans, religious objects are brought to life.

“This book is full of fresh ideas. . .. The author's voice is wel-
coming, accessible, and jargon-free. The scholarship is sound and
deep, but the manner of the telling is light, intelligent, quickly
flowing, and unponderous.”

—Thomas R. Trautmann, University of Michigan
50 haiftones
Cloth $39.50 ISBN 0-691-02622-X Due April
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE: PUP.PRINCETONLEDU

https://doi.org/10.1017/50010417500020570 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0010417500020570

The Comparative Studies in

Society and History Book Series

Diane Owen Hughes and Thomas R. Trautmann, Editors
TIME

Histories and Ethnologies

From the standpoint Of [ v B s T £ Taaran B Theeir discussion of
Enlightenment reason, time differs from

time should be a philosophical discus-
universal and uniform TIME sions in that the real-
category of under- world standard to which
standing. Yet in fact, it submits itself is

this category is Histories and always culturally plural.

understood in different
cultures in extremely

Contributors: R. H.

Ethnologies Birics Hemasd S

diverse ways. The Cohn, Nancy M.
historians and Farriss, Anthony T.
anthropologists who Grafton, Diane Owen
contribute to this Hughes, Peter Hughes,

volume examine the Maria Minicuci, Peter

sense of time in a wide
range of historical and

Rigby, Thomas R.
Trautmann, and

present cultures, from Jonathan Wylie.

the Maya of Yucatan to revolutionary

Europeyto the Iparakuyo Maasai. it o e s
_(Also available in the series }

Nicholas B. Dirks, Editor Daniel H. Levine, Editor

COLONIALISM CONSTRUCTING

AND CULTURE CULTURE AND POWER

cloth $59.50/paper $21.95 IN LATIN AMERICA

cloth $59.50/paper $23.95

Juan R. I. Cole, Editor

COMPARING

MUSLIM SOCIETIES

Knowledge and the State

in a World Civilization
cloth $57.50/paper $23.95

Credit card buyers may fax orders to
(800) 876-1922.

The University of Michigan Press
CHI
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106-1104

https://doi.org/10.1017/50010417500020570 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0010417500020570

HISTORY

f . /)
\ & i
;\ ; <
h S —

Artis from The Invisible Code

William M. Reddy
The Invisible
Code

Honor and Sentiment in
Postrevolutionary
France, 1814-1848
Reddy explores the influence of
honor on behavior in nine-
teenth-century France.
“A carefully researched and
methodologically ambitious
work.”
—Sarah Maza, author of

Private Lives and Public Affairs

$40.00/£29.95 cloth, illustrated

Peter Melville Logan
Nerves and

Narratives
A Cultural History of Hysteria in
Nineteenth-Century British Prose
Foreword by Roy Porter
“This highly original study historicizes the
novel in just the way I think it needs to be
historicized—as the inaugural event in the
history of mass culture.”

—Nancy Armstrong, coauthor of

The Imaginary Puritan

$40.00/£32.00 cloth, $16.00/£12.95 paper

Thomas R. Trautmann
Aryans and
British India

“This is a creative and venturesome
rethinking of issues of race, language, and
caste in the British colonial understanding
of India.” —Aram A. Yengoyan,

University of California, Davis
$35.00/£24.95 cloth, illustrated

Janet Hoskins

The Play of Time
Kodi Perspectives on Calendars,
History, and Exchange
New in paperback—"Those who assert the
globalization of culture or question the
validity of pursuing ethnographic investiga-
tions into small-scale self-generating
societies should read Hoskins’s magnificent
study of Kodi social and conceptual worlds
in order to have such views disabused.”
—Ethnos
1996 Harry /. Benda Prize in Southeast Asian
Studies, $16.95/£13.95 paper, illustrated

At bookstores or order 1-800-822-6657
Uk & Europe orders (+243)829121

UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA PRESS
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Urban Protest in
Seventeenth-Century
France

The Culture of Retribution
William Beik

This lucid and wide-ranging survey is
the first comparative study in English to
explore popular uprisings in the cities of
seventeenth-century France. Through
close analysis of eyewitness narratives from
protesters and authorities in more than
fifteen cities, Beik examines the complex
sacial interaction between angry crowds
and hard-pressed authorities.

57308-4 Hardback $59.95
57585-0 Paperback $19.95
The First Modern
Economy

Success, Failure, and Perseverance of
the Dutch Economy, 1500-1815

Jan de Vries and

Ad van der Woude

This comprehensive economic history of
the Netherlands during its rise to European
economic leadership argues that it was

the first modern economy. lts position is
defended by analyses of the major economic
sectors and investigations into social struc-
ture and macro-economic performance.
57061-1 Hardback $89.95
57825-6 Paperback $29.95

Stalinism and Nazism
Dictatorships in Comparison

lan Kershaw and

Moshe Lewin, Editors

An internationally distinguished team of
historians of Nazism and Stalinism provide
a summary of the most up-to-date research
and offer new perspectives on issues linking
the two most terrible dictatorships of
modernity.

Contributors: Ronald Suny, Moshe Lewin,
Hans Mommsen, lan Kershaw, Michael Mann,
Jacques Sapir, Bernd Bonwetsch, Omer Bartov,
Mary Nolan, Mark von Hagen, George Steinmetz

56345-3 Hardback about $54.95
56521-9 Paperback about $18.95

The Measure of
Reality
Quantification and Western Society,
1250-1600
Alfred W. Crosby
“..highly original.... Crosby writes in an
easy, chatty style punctuated with fascinating
questions...appealing to the general reader
as well as the scholar.... [makes] valuable
contributions to the current discussion on
cultural studies.”

— Library Journal
“...very accessible and readable...[a] stimul-
ating, wide-ranging study of the intellectual
development of the medieval West.”

— New York Times Book Review
55427-6 Hardback $24.95

Now in paperback...
Child Care and Culture

Lessons from Africa

Robert A. LeVine,

Suzanne Dixon, Sarah LeVine,
Amy Richman,

P. Herbert Leiderman, and
Constance H. Keefer

57546-X Paperback $21.95
Drugs and Narcotics
in History

Roy Porter and

Mikulas Teich, Editors
Contributors: /. Scarborough, R. Mathee,
A. H. Maeble, S. Holloway, E. Hickel,

C. Acker, S. Kunitz, ]. Levy, J. Parascandola,
J. Slinn, V. Berridge, A. Dally

58597-X Paperback $19.95

Available in bookstores or from
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40 West 20th St., N.Y.,, NY 10011-4211
Call toll-frec 800-872-7423
Web site: huep://www.cup.org
MasterCard/VISA accepted.
Prices subject to change.
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COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN SOCIETY AND HISTORY
ISSN 0010-4175
Founded by Sylvia L. Thrupp

Comparative Studies in Society and History is a forum for presentation and
discussion of new research into problems of change and stability that recur in
human societies through time or in the contemporary world. It sets up a
working alliance between specialists in all branches of the social sciences and
humanities. Debate and review articles bring the general reader in touch with
current findings and issues.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions may be descriptive, analytical, or theoretical. Any article not in
itself comparative may be accepted if it lends itself to comment that will place
it in comparative perspective. Correspondence with the editors prior to the
submission of articles will help to enable them to obtain such comment or a
companion study. Emphasis in comparative studies may be either on sim-
ilarities or, if these are significant enough and call for some recasting of
generalizations, on differences. All contributions and editorial correspon-
dence should be sent to the Editors, Comparative Studies in Society and
History, 102 Rackham Building, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich-
igan 48109-1070.

Three copies of each contribution should be submitted. Both text and foot-
notes should be clearly typed with double spacing and wide margins; foot-
notes should appear on separate pages at the end of the article. Illustrations
may be included by arrangement with the editors.
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