
Tomb Number 5 

In a n a l y z i n g t h e i n s c r i p t i o n S_i_ (Hou yg ) Tu Mu Gui , one 
poss ib l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s t h a t Tu Mu was the cognomen (Zi *3f ) of 
Fu Hao; a n o t h e r , i s t h a t i t r e f e r r e d to a p e r s o n c l o s e t o Fu Hao i n 
p o s i t i o n . The i n s c r i p t i o n can be expla ined as Tu Mu, whose day name 
was Gui , o r Mu Gui, whose name was Tu. She may have been a n o t h e r 
queen of Wu Ding, perhaps the Mu Gui s a c r i f i c e d to in the Zu Geng and 
Zu J i a i n s c r i p t i o n s , i . e . , t h e Bi Gui who was the l e g i t i m a t e consor t 
of Wu Ding in t h e Di Yi and Di Xin c y c l i c a l s a c r i f i c e r e c o r d s . 
Assuming t h i s h y p o t h e s i s i s c o r r e c t , t h e n o b j e c t s b e l o n g i n g t o 
c o n s o r t s Bi Xin and Bi Gui of Wu Ding have a l r e a d y been d i s c o v e r e d . 
Since the d iscovery of the Fu Hao tomb, some s cho l a r s have put f o r t h 

the theory t h a t Mu Wu S~ T\ mentioned on t h e l a r g e i n s c r i b e d Si Mu 
Wu d ing - t r i pod may be Wu Ding's consor t , Bi Wu. I f t he conclus ions 
reached above can be e s t a b l i s h e d , then r i t u a l bronze v e s s e l s be long
ing t o a l l t h r e e of Wu D i n g ' s c o n s o r t s have been d i s c o v e r e d . T h i s 
fac t i s s i g n i f i c a n t both for the study of the Shang r i t u a l system and 
of the r i t u a l bronzes. 

Zheng Zhenxiang in in t roduc ing her paper used some s l i d e s show
ing the i n s c r i p t i o n s from M5. Some of the bronzes had only r e c e n t l y 
been r e p a i r e d and had no t been i n c l u d e d i n t h e o f f i c i a l r e p o r t . I t 
i s worth not ing t h a t Zheng pronounced the c h a r a c t e r )$u as q iao , not 
tu as did t h e ma jo r i t y of the p a r t i c i p a n t s . v 
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Fu Hao 'iff "X "̂ ( o r Fu Z i i-g? % ) a p p e a r s i n t h e o r a c l e - b o n e 
i n s c r i p t i o n s from Anyang. The name i s o f t e n s e e n in P e r i o d I 
i n s c r i p t i o n s (from the t ime of Wu Ding) and o c c a s i o n a l l y in Period IV 
i n s c r i p t i o n s (from t h e t i m e of Wu Yi and Wen D i n g ) . The two a r e 
s e p a r a t e d by four k i n g s (Zu Geng, Zu J i a , Lin Xin, and Kang D i n g ) , 
p e r h a p s by a s much a s one hundred y e a r s . Does t h e Fu Hao i n b o t h 
p e r i o d s r e f e r t o t h e same p e r s o n ? How can we e x p l a i n t h i s 
phenomenon? 

In the orac le -bone r e c o r d s of people and t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s t h e r e 
a r e c a s e s where one f i g u r e i s a c t i v e i n d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s . These 
names a r e o f t e n a l s o p l a c e names , and t h e s e f i g u r e s p o s s e s s a 
popu lace and p r o d u c t s . These names a r e p r o b a b l y what i s t e r m e d 

"Clan -Ter r i to ry t i t l e s " &\fc,£.WLZ-% (a term found in the Gu s h i 
kao, as quoted in the "Zheng y i" j j_ IL commentary to the Zuo zhuan 
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a.\% ). Based on t h e i r clan name they served h e r e d i t a r i l y as 
o f f i c i a l s . These c lan names occur in h i s t o r i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , as in 
"In the past, our former kings were for generations Lords of Millet 
(Hou J i / § ^-%_ ) , serving under the Yii ~fe and Xia jg_ " (Guo yii 
g ) H" , "Zhou Yii" g j ! § ) ; or "The Zhong-g and Li ^2. clans 
generat ion a f t e r genera t ion ordered heaven and ea r th , . . . the Sima 
clan for generation after generation was in charge of the history of 
Zhou" (Shi ,ji < £ f £ , "Taishigong zixu" &%.'£ fyfy ). In the 
Zhou l i |g| %& one can find for ty examples, such as the Feng Xiang 
clan *,%•%&&, , Yi Qi clan ^ ^ |& , etc . In the Shi ben we read 
that "Peng Zu" 0. ?JL was the 'Clerk Guarding the Storehouse' during 
the Shang, and the 'Clerk Below the P i l l a r ' during the Zhou; he was 
800 years old." Some sources say tha t he was 767 years old. Not 
only was the clan name inherited, even the years of the lifespan were 
cumulat ive. In the oracle-bone i n s c r i p t i o n s such names as Shi Ban 

IJ'T'fR. Quan Yan 7^.4-^ , Que 'J£ , and Cha $3 , are found in 
several periods. The position of diviner i s even clearer, e.g., Yung 
3$s. occurs in Periods I ands V; Huang -|=r in Periods I I and IV. 
Obviously t h i s i s a case of he red i t a ry success ion. The female 
o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n s of the Shang dynasty must also have been l i k e 
th is , with certain clans f i l l ing them heredi tar i ly whenever a vacancy 
arose. In the Zhou l i and the Li j i 7^ $£ there are Shi Fu -1̂ ~-&'rj? , 
t o t a l l i n g no l e s s than 27. They were p r imar i ly in charge of 
s a c r i f i c e , and t h e i r s u b s i d i a r y o f f i c i a l s included Nei Zong 
VN? rfi and Wai Zong yf ~f\ , a l l being daughters of the Zhou King, 
of the same or d i f f e r e n t surname. I propose that the Duo Fu 
y"&rjj in the oracle-bone i n s c r i p t i o n s were the Shi Fu, and t h a t 

t h e i r primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was the s a c r i f i c e s in the temple to 
former kings. They l ived in the outer palace and i f they received 
the favor of the Shang King they became one of his consorts. Fu Hao 
was j u s t such a person. The m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t y of the Period I Fu 
Hao was the resu l t of the special favor Wu Ding accorded her, and was 
not shared by any of the other _fu_, nor by the Shi Fu as recorded in 
the Zhou l i . 

In 1976 a la rge number of bronzes was discovered in the Fu Hao 
tomb at Yinxu. Among them over 100 were inscribed "Fu Hao." On the 
basis of the structure of the graphs and of the shape and decoration 
of the ves se l s some are e a r l i e r and o thers l a t e r . I t may have been 
impossible to make them a l l i n one genera t ion . If, indeed, the 
theory t h a t Fu Hao was one of the Shi Fu of the Shang dynasty i s 
p l a u s i b l e , then i t was not Wu Ding alone among the Shang kings who 
had a Fu Hao, and many quest ions about the date of the vesse l s and 
the tomb can thus be resolved. 
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