EDITORIAL

Some Highlights and Issues to Consider

Can. J. Neurol. Sci. 2005; 32: 1-3

The past year had much to offer and hopefully inspire CINS
readers. It has been a privilege for me to see the journal evolve
in several positive directions. In November’s issue, I highlighted
the results of our CJNS Editorial Board meeting held last June.
In this note, I would like to begin with several acknowledge-
ments. First, thank you to our referees for their dedicated
appraisals of manuscripts. Their names are listed in this issue (in
bold for five or more reviews). Thank you also to members of
our Editorial Board who are involved in reviewing most
manuscripts that are submitted and to our Associate Editors for
their work. Finally, many thanks to the relentless and superb
efforts of the CJNS office staff, Myrna Gowing, Sue Impey and
our Managing Director, Sally Gregg. The selection of the
beautiful 30th anniversary campaign logo is one example of the
creativity exhibited by this group.

There are important issues to discuss concerning Neuro-
science research in Canada. On November 26 and 27, 2004, the
Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Health and Addiction
(INMHA @cihr-irsc.gc.ca) of CIHR (Canadian Institutes of
Health Research), held its annual meeting in Ottawa. This year,
the themes of the meeting were Epilepsy, Vision Health and
Schizophrenia. In conjunction with the meeting, the Honourable
Robert G. Thibault, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health, on behalf of the Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh, Minister of
Health and Dr. Rémi Quirion, Scientific Director of the Institute
of Neurosciences, Mental Health and Addiction (INMHA),
presented the Brain Star of the Year Award to Jeffrey Coull from
McGill. Jeffrey Coull was recognized for the paper,
“Transsynaptic shift in anion gradient in spinal lamina I neurons
as a mechanism of neuropathic pain (Nature 424: 938-942)”.
“The excellence of Jeff’s research and its interdisciplinary
nature has the potential to positively impact the health of many
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Canadians,” says Dr. Rémi Quirion. “The investments being
made by INMHA in today’s young researchers will help to put
Canada at the forefront of brain research in the world.” Brain
Star awards are made regularly (biweekly) by INMHA to
trainees in neurosciences, mental health or addiction research.
The awards recognize the work of graduate students, post-
doctoral fellows and residents. In this issue of CINS, we are also
pleased to publish a review paper prepared by Min Zhou after
last year’s INMHA meeting entitled, “Cellular and synaptic
insights into physiological and pathological pain”. Dr. Zhou was
awarded the EJLB-CIHR Michael Smith Chair in Neurosciences
and Mental Health for his work.
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Mr. Thibault also announced the recipients of the
NeuroScience Canada Brain Repair Program, a competitive
application for projects on innovative strategies for neurological
treatment. NeuroScience Canada (www.neurosciencecanada.ca),
managed by President Ms. Inez Jabalpurwala in partnership with
INMHA, was founded in 1998 to address the burden of
neurological disease on Canadians. The group provides funds for
research into the mechanisms that protect and repair the brain
and nervous system. Following rigorous peer review conducted
over an eight-month period, the recipients were:

1. Dr. Freda Miller, Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto and
colleagues for their work on Novel approaches to central
nervous system white matter repair.

2. Dr. Michael W. Salter, Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto
and colleagues for their work on Transforming research on
chronic pain in Canada.

3. Dr. Yu Tian Wang, University of British Columbia/Vancouver
Coastal Health Research Institute, Brain Research Centre at
UBC Hospital, Vancouver and colleagues for their work on
Novel therapeutic strategies to repair brain abnormalities in
psychiatric disorders.

Despite all of this very positive news however, and
considerable lobbying, overall research funding in Canada is at
an uncertain juncture. Despite some increases, CIHR has not yet
been pegged to the kind of overall funding level that would put
Canadian researchers in a world class playing field. For
independent investigators the competition for new and renewal
operating grants is very intense, with only grants rated at or
above the excellent (4.0) level now being funded. Even more
discouraging is the possibility that CIHR may be faced with new
planned cutbacks despite the presence of a federal budget
surplus. If you deplore such steps backward, it is critical you
write your local MP and raise this issue as soon as possible. The
spinoffs that could emerge from a properly funded Canadian
neuroscience research infrastructure and team are enormous.

The Canadian Journal of Neurological Sciences begins 2005
with another superb collection of papers. Two articles, both
highly rated by our referees, address issues of multiple sclerosis
epidemiology in Newfoundland. Colleagues from the University
of Western Ontario have provided us with an outstanding
neuropathological conference. For readers like myself, who have
been addicted to CPCs once published weekly (and now
disappearing) from highly cited journals south of Canada, this
one may fill the niche. Please send us more. We are also fortunate
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to publish two Neuroimaging Highlights in this issue and I wish
to thank our Highlight editors, Dr. Richard Farb from Toronto
and Mark Hudon from Calgary, for their evaluations. The criteria
for publishing the Highlights continue to be a combination of
cutting edge Neuroimaging with unique and important clinical
features. Unlike previous years, we have had no shortage of
Highlight submissions and have accepted many. There is a
concern that too many such pieces can diminish our impact
factor but I believe their educational value outweighs this
concern and how we present them reflects this emphasis (not as
page fillers). Please continue to send them.

My challenge to the readership in 2005 is for another

substantial increase in submissions. Send us your high impact
work first. It will be disseminated rapidly and without barriers as
free full text worldwide.
My sincere wishes to all for a successful 2005.
Douglas Zochodne

[Disclosures for 2004: DW Zochodne collaborated in research work with
SKK, Japan and Aegera, Canada. Honoraria and travel expenses were paid
for extramural lectures at the Japan Diabetes Society, Tokyo, Japan (ONO),
Hirosaki University Japan (ONO), Diabetic neuropathy satellite symposium,
St. Malo, France (Viatris), and Grand rounds, Division of Neurology,

Winnipeg, Canada (Bayer)].

Dr. Robert Ross, founding editor of CJINS, attended and
addressed the 39th Canadian Congress of Neurological
Sciences in June in Calgary. Thirty years ago Dr. Ross was
alone among peers in creating and fostering a Canadian
clinical neurosciences journal. Today, CJNS is now owned
and operated by the four constituent societies of the
Canadian Congress of Neurological Sciences.
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Thank you to our Reviewers

We are indebted to the expert referees who have reviewed submission to the Canadian Journal of Neurological Sciences in 2004

(names in bold reviewed five or more papers). Their thoughtfulness and expertise has served our journal well.
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