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The Growth of Infection Control, 
Impact of ICHE, and Challenges Ahead 

TO THE E D I T O R — I n preparing for the president's address 
at the 2005 Society for Health Care Epidemiology (SHEA) 
Annual Meeting, I sought to measure the growth of infection 
control as a field of endeavor, determine the impact of In
fection Control and Hospital Epidemiology (ICHE), and record 
our past leaders' opinions about the success of SHEA and its 
future challenges. Using Science Citation Index Expanded 
(SCIE), I performed a literature search in March 2005 for 
published articles written in any language, using "infection 
control" as the subject search term. A comparison of hits 
during 5-year increments from 1990 through 2004 revealed 
a nearly a 3-fold incremental increase in the number of in
fection control-related articles that were published (Figure 
1). It takes a few years before key articles become widely 
known and cited in the literature. SCIE was searched using 
"Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol" as the cited-work search 
term starting in 1985 to determine how often articles pub
lished in ICHE appeared in bibliographies of articles in print. 
A comparison of hits during 5-year increments revealed that, 
between 1985 and 1999, there was greater than a 2-fold in
cremental increase in the citation of articles published in 
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FIGURE i. The number of published articles revealed during a 
search of Science Citation Index Expanded with "infection control" 
as the search term. 

ICHE (Figure 2) . Together, these data suggest that infection 

control as a field of scientific endeavor is growing steadily 
and that, in addition to the known impact factor of ICHE, 
publications in our society's journal are read and quoted with 
increasing frequency. 

I queried the 24 past SHEA presidents and used a modified 
Delphi process to analyze their insight into the accomplish
ments of and future challenge for our society. When the past 
SHEA presidents were asked to report SHEA's most impor
tant contribution during the last 25 years, the consensus opin
ion was (1) the identification of infection control and health
care epidemiology as a discipline, (2) the inauguration of the 
SHEA Annual Meeting, and (3) the creation of ICHE. When 
they were asked to report the greatest future challenge for 
SHEA, the consensus was to further enhance a rigorous evi
dence-based approach to this discipline. 

Infection control and healthcare epidemiology is undeni
ably an established and growing field of endeavor that is in 
step with the steadily increasing impact of our society's jour
nal. To continue the momentum, we must share our enthu
siasm with medical, nursing, and public health students, as 
well as nurses and house staff; nurture SHEA fellows; and 
remain true to ourselves. 
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FIGURE 2. The number of published articles revealed during a 
search of Science Citation Index Expanded with "Infect Control 
Hosp Epidemiol" as the search term. 
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